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Chairman's Report
Sadly, this will be my last
contribution as Chaiman of Newton
and Bywell Community Trust. From
January 1st 2022, my wife Linda
and I will step down as Trustees.
The remaining Trustees will meet
shortly to determine the structure of
the new Committee and we wish
them well moving forward.

The last year has been a
challenging one, but thanks to some
Government grants and the 'Vera'
production, the hall has weathered
the difficult times better than many.

However, a report by Dr Tom Archer
of Sheffield Hallam University
indicated that at least 140 halls
nationally could close and not
reopen without further support.
Many halls have expressed concern
that, having reopened, they find it
difficult to attract volunteers and
users back, particularly older
generations who may be less
inclined to meet in person.
Halls stated that the biggest
problem they faced was the drop in
fundraising, alongside challenges in
managing services under Covid-19
restrictions, and the associated
pressures this placed on volunteers.
There is reticence among older
volunteers about returning to
voluntary commitments, and the
difficulties recruiting new volunteers

may affect the return of services
and activities, as well as the
prospect of good governance.
We need more community input in
terms of volunteers contributing to
running the hall, as well as users
engaging in activities. Although this
issue may have been present
before the pandemic, it is now a
more pressing challenge. For
various reasons our trustee
numbers have halved since last
year, which places a much greater
workload on the shoulders of the
remaining volunteers.

Our Hall urgently needs your
help, or there is a real danger that it
could join the other 140 that will be
forced to close their doors.
If you can offer some time and
energy to help with the daily
administration, please contact about
becoming a trustee to save our
Community Hall.

As always we would also welcome
some contributions to the newsletter
from the Parish. If you have a story
to tell, we would love to hear it. If
you have some interesting history of
the local area, or a great or unusual
photo taken in the Parish, let me
know and we can include it in future
issues.
Just contact me at:

info@newtonandbywell.org

Geoff Osborn

Claim compensation for power cuts due to Storm

Arwen

Storm Arwen brought extensive disruption to power supply to many parts of
rural Northumberland, and you may be entitled to compensation if you
experienced cuts to your power.
The energy regulator Ofgem provides information on how you can get
compensation for supply problems to gas and electricity. Residents have
three months to claim compensation.
You are entitled to compensation if you have been without power for a
prolonged period of time.
You can apply for compensation by contacting your local network operator.
They are different to your energy supplier. The majority of Northumberland is
covered by Northern Powergrid, with an area from Wooler to Cornhill
covered by Scottish Power Energy Network.
Northern Powergrid has advised it is best to claim by email where possible,
sending receipts for expenses to StormArwen@northernpowergrid.com or call
them on 0800 011 3332. If you are on the Priority Services Register they
advise that there is no need to claim compensation, you will be automatically
paid.
Scottish Power Energy Network has advised you do not need to get in
touch to claim compensation, they will pay a goodwill payment before
Christmas of £150 to every household affected, and then be in touch
proactively to discuss the standard compensation and any additional costs
incurred.
Full details of how to claim can be found on the Northumberland CAN
website

We're Watching You
Over the last few months there have been numerous incidents of dog mess
being left throughout the Village. The latest incident involved dog faeces
outside the entrance to the Community Hall.
I know most of the local regular dog walkers (and their dogs) and they are
caring, responsible individuals who take a pride in the their Village and
surrounding areas. However, there are obviously still some people who do not
clean up after their pets.
Dog mess is the most unacceptable and offensive type of litter on our streets.
Dog fouling is not only deeply unpleasant, it is dangerous. Whilst rare, contact
with dog excrement can cause toxocariasis – a nasty infection that can lead
to dizziness, nausea, asthma and even blindness or seizures.
Anyone who fails to clear up after their dog can be issued with a Fixed
Penalty Notice of up to £100. If the case goes to court this could cost the
owner or person in charge of the animal up to £1,000.
The law states that being unaware a dog has fouled, or not having a suitable
bag, is not a reasonable excuse.
Dog owners should be aware that any general waste bin will do for their pet’s
mess. If there is no dedicated dog-fouling bin available, then any public bin
can take the waste. There is no excuse to leave it.

Last Month's Brain Teaser
The fuse box/circuit breaker in your new mansion house is in an inconvenient
corner of your basement. To your chagrin, you discover none of the 100
circuit breakers is labelled, and you face the daunting prospect of matching
each circuit breaker to its respective light. (Suppose each circuit breaker
maps to only one light.)
To start with, you switch all 100 lights in the house to “on,” and then you head
down to your basement to begin the onerous mapping process. On every trip
to your basement, you can switch any number of circuit breakers on or off.
You can then roam the hallways of your house to discover which lights are on
and which are off.
What is the minimum number of trips you need to make to the basement to
map every circuit breaker to every light?
Hint
The solution does not involve either switching on or off the light switches in
your house or feeling how hot the lightbulbs are. You might want to try solving
for the case of 10 unlabelled circuit breakers first.

Solution
Believe it or not, you can map all
100 circuit breakers to their
respective lights in just seven trips
to the basement, with the right
strategy.
Just to set the scene, the simplest
strategy would be to just switch
each circuit breaker off one at a
time. But this would take 99 trips to
the basement—the 100th circuit
breaker would be mapped by the
process of the elimination). 

Here’s the best strategy:
For the ease of keeping track of
things, put a piece of masking tape
on each circuit breaker and on each
light. On the first trip to the
basement, flip 50 circuit breakers to
off, mark these circuit breakers with
a “0,” and mark the 50 circuit
breakers that are on with a “1.”
Accordingly, as you roam around
the house to tally the lights, mark
the 50 lights that are off with a “0”
and mark the other 50 lights with a
“1.”
On your second trip to the
basement, keep off half of the circuit
breakers that are marked with a “0,”
turn off half of the circuit breakers
that are marked with a “1,” and
mark all of these circuit breakers
with a second number of “0.” Flip on
all other circuit breakers if they’re
not already on, and mark their
second number as “1.” Now go
around the house, and again mark
the lights that are off with a “0” and
those lights that are on with a “1.”
At the end of this step, all of your
circuit breakers and lights should be
marked with either “00,” “11,” “10,”
or “01.” In fact, you’ve completely
separated the matching problem
into four different groups of 25—i.e.,
all lights must be matched to a
circuit breaker with their same two-
digit code.

You’ll continue this process: In the
third trip, flip half (or actually, 13
since 25 is an odd number) of all of
the circuit breakers in each group (
“00,” “11,” “10,” and “01”) to off, and
mark them with an additional “0.”
Mark the 12 “on” circuit breakers in
each group with a “1.” Go around
the house, and once again mark all
lights that are off with a “0” and all
lights that are on with a “1.”
Now, you’ll have created eight
different groups of either 12 or 13
lights and circuit breakers: “000,”
“100,” “011,” “111,” “010,” “110,”
“001,” and “111.” The lights still must
be matched to a circuit breaker with
the same three-digit string.
After your fourth trip, you’ll have
subdivided the groups into 16
groups with either six or seven
lights and circuit breakers in each
group. After the fifth trip, you’ll have
32 groups with three or four lights
and circuit breakers in each. And
after the sixth trip, you’ll have either
one or two lights or circuit breakers
in each group.
For those groups that each have
one light and one circuit breaker,
you’ve successfully mapped those
circuit breakers to their lights! For
the rest, it takes only one more trip
—the seventh trip—to finally map
them to their respective lights.
If you’re familiar with binary
numbers, you’ll recognize that there
are exactly 128 numbers that use
seven digits, 0000000 to 1111111,
which may help to explain why this
strategy works so well: Each circuit
breaker and light ends up with a
unique “code” that maps to a
specific binary number.
Using this strategy, eight trips would
allow you to map up to 256 circuit
breakers, nine trips would get you to
512, and 10 trips would map up to
1,024!

More Brainteasers
1.
39 people have bought WRAPPING PAPER,
23 have bought a CHRISTMAS TREE,
24 have bought TREE DECORATIONS
and 36 have bought MULLED WINE.

How many people have bought a CHRISTMAS PUDDING?

2.
In a jewellers, Alfie is buying Ophelia an Opal ring.
Byron is buying a ring for Ruth.

Which precious stone does it contain? 

3.
What letter should appear next in this sequence?

B F J P ?

Answers at the bottom of the Newsletter

Gardening Jobs for December
December is a quiet month in the garden, but there are more things to take
care of than you might think. With limited daylight hours as we approach the
shortest day of the year, this month's crisp wintery weather can be strikingly
beautiful and bitterly cold in equal measure.
Here’s a checklist of jobs to keep you busy.

1. Dig over empty borders and prepare your soil for next year’s planting.

2. Group potted plants together in a sheltered spot in the garden to protect
them from the harshest winter weather.

3. Get pruning! Wisteria some fruit trees, roses and Japanese maples are
just some of the plants that benefit from a winter prune.

4. Look after the birds - clean feeders, stock up on wild bird food and make
sure they have access to fresh water.

In the Flower Garden

Prune climbing roses now,
removing diseased or
damaged growth and tying in
any new shoots to their
support. Prune older flowered
side shoots back by two thirds
of their length.

Plant deciduous, climbing
honeysuckle now, but make
sure to avoid any frozen or
waterlogged ground.

Leave the faded flower heads
on your hydrangeas until
spring, as they provide frost
protection to the swelling buds
further down the stems.

If any of your rose bushes
suffered from blackspot or rust
during the summer, gather up
and remove any fallen leaves
still on the ground to reduce
the chance of spreading the
infection next year.

Keep checking over stored
dahlia tubers, keeping an eye
out for rot.

Start to winter-prune wisteria,
cutting back whippy summer
side-shoots to 2 or 3 buds.
Favourites like Wisteria
sinensis will look tidy and
flower better after a good
shaping.

Move containers of shrubs or
bedding planters to sheltered
spots; clustering them together
helps protect the root systems
from frost damage.

Check climbers and climbing
shrubs are securely attached
to their supports with ties.

Harvest holly with berries for
making Christmas garlands
and wreaths. Stand the berry
covered twigs in a bucket of
water until you're ready to use
them.

In the greenhouse

If you haven't already done so,
clean out the greenhouse
thoroughly. Wash the glass,
the floor and the staging with
horticultural disinfectant to kill
any overwintering pests and
diseases.

Wash and disinfect capillary
matting before storing it away.

Brush heavy snow off the tops
of greenhouses and cold
frames to prevent the glass
getting damaged.

Insulate outdoor taps or turn
them off at the mains. Pack
away hoses that are not
required.

Ventilate the greenhouse on
warmer days to reduce
humidity and the risk of
disease.

Looking after your lawn

Avoid walking on your lawn
when it’s blanketed by heavy
frost or snow, as this damages
the grass.

If it's a mild winter, continue to
cut the lawn as it grows, but
raise the height of the mower
blades.

Spike lawns with a garden fork
to improve drainage and
aeration.

Keep clearing leaves off the
lawn to let the light in and
prevent dead patches
appearing.

Send your lawnmower and
shears to be serviced and
sharpened while they’re less in
demand.

Other jobs about the garden

Wash down all of your garden
tools and give them a wipe of
linseed oil on the wooden and
metal areas to help prevent
rusting.

Choose a dry day to clear out
the garden shed in preparation
for the spring.

Plant bare root hedging now
while the plant is dormant.

Repair fences and apply a
wood preservative to prevent
them from rotting.

There’s still time to clean out
water butts before they fill with
fresh rain water over winter.

Check tree ties and stakes to
ensure that trees are still
secure following strong autumn
winds. Tighten or loosen ties
as necessary.

Wash and disinfect bird
feeders and bird tables. Clean
out bird baths too.

Hang fat balls and keep bird
feeders topped up with wild
bird food to attract birds, who
will in turn eat pests in your
garden.

Build or buy a compost bin.
Continue to collect fallen
leaves and add to leaf bins or
the compost heap to rot down.

Turn your compost heaps to
mix the ingredients and help
the contents to decompose.

Cover compost bins with a
piece of old carpet or some
plastic sheeting to prevent the
compost becoming too cold
and wet to rot down.

Make a pile of old logs in an
undisturbed corner of the
garden to provide shelter for
toads and other wildlife.

Collect brightly-coloured stems
and berries for your Christmas
decorations.

Brainteaser Answers
1. Answer: 19.
The alphabetical values of the two initial letter are added together.

2. Answer: Ruby.
The first two letters of the female name, followed by the first two letters of the
male name, gives the stone.

3. Answer V.
They are the letters that follow the vowels in the alphabet.
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